RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
of worldly wisdom which enabled him to select sub-
ordinates, disarm opposition and excite loyalty. No
one has ever contrived more thoroughly or more
naturally to sink to the level of his companions. He
may have reduced the habit of playing for time to a
fine art. But he was neither blind nor slow-witted.
Beneath the plain and stolid exterior was a mind
of superb subtlety and far discernment.
Neville Chamberlain's strength is different. No
critic has ever called his statements obscure or his
habits easy-going. He seems to hate all that is flowery,
negligent, untidy or rhetorical. That may be one of
the reasons which have made him a first-class broad-
caster. Many prominent public figures have been
failures at the microphone. They forget that they are
neither addressing a public meeting nor coruscating
in debate. Their task is to speak naturally and directly
to one or two individuals sitting at their fireside with
a wireless set in the corner of a private room. And
Neville Chamberlain, by some happy accident, pos-
sesses the right technique as fully as anyone. At the
microphone he does not lecture, he does not hector,
he talks. Consequently he broadcasts better than he
speaks or debates, though his dialectical powers are
of a high order.
Often a first-class statement of policy in the House
of Commons has fallen from his lips in tones which
are so subdued as barely to reach the Press Gallery.
From his speeches every fatty or superfluous word
seems to have been ruthlessly sweated out. His case
is clear to himself. He expects it to be clear to his
audience. If they do not take it in or fail to agree
he is impatient of their obtuseness. Once at a meeting
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